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nection with the application made in your letter of the llth instant.   I am, Sir, Very Respectfully,
Your Obt. Servant E. D. TOWNSEND, Asst. Adjt. General
From General Butler
Deo. SSth, 1865   [Not in chronological order]
To the Hon. Sec. oj War
I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Adjutant General, saying that no copy of the proceedings and report of the Commission in relation to fifty thousand dollars claimed by Sam. Smith and Co. of New Orleans, now in my hands, is on file in the War Department. I hasten to supply the omission. Having a true copy of the proceedings in print, I venture to send that as in the most convenient form. It will be found with a copy of my letter transmitting it from pages 28 to 54 of the accompanying pamphlet, which are respectfully submitted. I shall be happy to furnish the Department with any other information that may be of service. I have the honor
tobe                                                          CB. F. BUTLER]
From Joseph W. Thomas to General Butler
PHILADELPHIA, Deo. ISth, 1865
DEAR SIR: As General Grant has attacked you so violently in his report, and observing you are about replying to him, I would beg leave to suggest that you ask him the question why he laid so long in front of Petersburg, with, I believe, at least 150,000, while Lee was inside with only about 40 to 60,000, and why give him such terms of surrender as allowed all his officers to walk off with their side-arms, which I believe has been the main cause of their arrogance ever since their defeat. Traitors deserve no such terms, and he was strong enough to compel them to surrender unconditionally, and thus preserve the honor of the nation from being tarnished, by granting such terms, humiliating to us as a people.
Yours very truly, JOSEPH W. THOMAS
From Joseph Williams to General Butter
FBEDHRICKSBUBG, VIBGJNIA, Deo. IQih, 1865
DEAR SIR: Having been pleased with your course during the late rebellion, and seeing a disposition on the part of the General who commanded the army of the Potomac in its last